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1. On November 23, 2021, a delegation of the PEMPAL Budget Community of Practice 

(BCOP) Program and Performance Budgeting Working Group (PPBWG) attended 

the 17th annual meeting of the Organization for Economic Development and 

Cooperation (OECD) Working Party on Performance and Results. This Working Party 

was formerly the Performance and Results Network, but has been upgraded to a Working 

Party this year, reporting to both Committee of Senior Budget Officials and the Public 

Governance Committee. BCOP members from four PPBWG countries (Bulgaria, Russia, 

Ukraine, and Romania) were invited by the OECD to participate in the meeting. BCOP 

Resource Team also attended the meeting, including Iryna Shcherbyna, Senior Public 

Sector Specialist, World Bank (BCOP Coordinator) and Naida Carsimamovic Vukotic, 

Consultant (BCOP Resource Team member). 

2. Program and performance budgeting (PPB) has been consistently chosen as one of 

the top priority topics by the BCOP member countries. PPBWG is operating since 

FY16 and comprises of 17 member countries. The Group focuses on design and 

implementation of program and performance budgeting and spending reviews with the aim 

of improving spending effectiveness. 

3. The OECD’s Working Party on Performance and Results, comprising of senior 

budget officials from the Ministries of Finance of OECD countries provides an 

important platform for the PPBWG. The Working Committee aims at improving the 

effectiveness and efficiency of resource allocation and management in the public sector by 

assisting OECD member countries to design and implement performance- and results-

based budgeting and management reforms. The attendance of this network’s meeting 

allows PPBWG (i) to share and benchmark progress with the OECD countries and (ii) learn 

the newest trends in PPB and spending reviews. This year’s meeting’s sessions were 

devoted to (i) policy evaluation, ii) delivering results across agencies, and (ii) spending 

reviews.  

4. The first session provided an overview of the OECD’s recent work on policy 

evaluation, including the draft report on Evaluations of Covid-19 Responses and the 

report on Daft Recommendations on Public Policy Evaluations. The Draft 

Recommendations provide seven principles under three main pillars: i) institutionalizing 

evaluation from a whole of government perspective, ii) promoting the quality of 

evaluations, and iii) conducting evaluation that have an impact on decision-making. They 



can assist countries in carrying out high quality and impactful policy evaluations that are 

reflected in budget planning. Participants provided their feedback on draft 

Recommendations and discussed experiences and plans on policy evaluation in their 

governments (including Belgium, Norway, the Netherlands, Canada, Chile, Italy, and 

Korea).  

5. The second session was devoted to delivering results across agencies. It is essential for 

governments to tackle cross-cutting objectives that have important impact on citizens, 

while at the same time being challenging to steer.  Multiple agencies are often involved in 

jointly delivering on policy objectives and countries are developing a variety of 

approaches to mobilizing budgeting and management structures to address successfully 

such cross-cutting issues. OECD Secretariat provided introductory remarks, noting that 

area will be explored further in future work of the Working Party. The presentations of 

practices and lessons learned in the United States of America and the Netherlands were 

delivered. During the discussion, additional experiences from Korea were mentioned.  

 

6. The third session was devoted to spending reviews, a long-standing topic examined 

by the Working Party.  The OECD Secretariat presented its draft OECD Best Practices 

in Spending Reviews, which is informed by the survey on spending reviews conducted 

among OECD countries (note that BCOP facilitated conducting of a spending review 

survey among PEMPAL countries, broadly based on this OECD survey), desk research of 

practices in OECD countries, as well as discussions in this Working Partly. Thirteen 

elements of best practices were presented, grouped into the following seven principles: i) 

formulate clear objectives and specify the scope of spending reviews, ii) identify distinct 

political and public service roles in the review process, iii) set up clear governance 

arrangements throughout the review process, iv) ensure alignment with the budget process, 

v) implement recommendations in an accountable and transparent manner, vi) ensure full 

transparency of spending review reports and review framework, and vii) update the 

spending review framework periodically. Participants provided their feedback on draft 

Best Practices and provided additional information on practices and challenges in 

Germany, Estonia, Korea, and Ireland 

 

7. Meeting agenda and materials can be found on the OECD website. 

https://www.oecd.org/gov/budgeting/seniorbudgetofficialsnetworkonperformanceandresults.htm#:~:text=The%20SBO%20Network%20on%20Performance,and%20results%2Dbased%20budgeting%20and

