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PEMPAL 
Executive Meeting 2018
July 4-6, 2018
Location: President Hotel, Budapest, Hungary
Dear participants of the 2018 PEMPAL Executive meeting! 

On behalf of Ministry of Finance of Hungary and PEMPAL Secretariat, we are happy to welcome you in Budapest, Hungary!  We would like to make your visit to Budapest as pleasant as possible. 

This info letter contains information about transport, accommodation and logistics of the event and also some useful information about the hosting country.  More detailed information about PEMPAL activities could be found on the following web page: http://www.pempal.org

 HYPERLINK "http://www.pempal.org/" \h  . 

Yours, 

PEMPAL Secretariat Team 
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Hungary is a unitary parliamentary republic in Central Europe. It covers an area of 93,030 square kilometers (35,920 sq mi), situated in the Carpathian Basin and bordered by Slovakia to the north, Romania to the east, Serbia to the south, Croatia to the southwest, Slovenia to the west, Austria to the northwest, and Ukraine to the northeast. With about 10 million population, Hungary is a medium-sized member state of the European Union. The official language is Hungarian, which is the most widely spoken non-Indo-European language in Europe. Hungary's capital and largest metropolis is Budapest, which is also a significant economic hub. 
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Budapest is an Alpha- global city, with strengths in arts, commerce, design, education, entertainment, fashion, finance, healthcare, media, services, research, and tourism. Its business district hosts the Budapest Stock Exchange and the headquarters of the largest national and international banks and companies. Budapest is a leading R&D and financial center in Central and Eastern Europe, the city has a gross metropolitan product more than $100 billion in 2015, thereby the city is among the Top 100 GDP performing cities in the world and one of the largest regional economies in the European Union. It is the highest ranked Central and Eastern European city on Innovation Cities Top 100 index. Budapest attracts 4.4 million international tourists per year, making it the 25th most populous city in the world, the 6th in Europe. Budapest is also known for its fashion, particularly the twice-yearly Budapest Fashion Week and Michelin stars restaurants. 

Among Budapest's important museums and cultural institutions, the most visited art museum is the Museum of Fine Arts, as well as the Hungarian National Gallery, which is noted for one of the largest collections of all periods of European art ingcomprising more than 100,000 pieces. The central area of the city along the Danube River is classified as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and has many notable monuments, including the Hungarian Parliament, Buda Castle, Fisherman's Bastion, Gresham Palace, Széchenyi Chain Bridge, Matthias Church and the Liberty Statue. Further famous landmarks include Andrássy Avenue, St. Stephen's Basilica, Heroes' Square, the Great Market Hall, the Nyugati Railway Station built by the Eiffel Company of Paris in 1877 and the second-oldest metro line in the world, the Millennium Underground Railway. Budapest is home to numerous museums, galleries, libraries, ssports facilities and other cultural institutions, including the Hungarian National Museum, House of Terror, Franz Liszt Academy of Music, Hungarian State Opera House, National Széchényi Library and Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
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Local currency:  Hungarian Forint (HUF) 

Exchange rate:   approximately 321 HUF/EUR; 277 HUF/USD 

Local time: CET (UTC+1) 
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According to your flight details, PEMPAL Secretariat arranged a pickup from the Budapest Airport to the President hotel. Transportation costs will be covered by PEMPAL. 


Upon arrival in Budapest please look for taxi drivers holding a PEMPAL logo. They will be awaiting at the exit from the arrivals area. 
In case of unscheduled arrivals, please contact PEMPAL Secretariat for assistance on getting to the hotel. If your flight is delayed, please contact us in advance to avoid waiting at the airport. 

Transfer arrangements will also be made from the hotel to the airport. PEMPAL Secretariat will inform you about the exact time of departure from the hotel during the event. Taxi drivers will be waiting for you at the hotel entrance.

PEMPAL Secretariat has booked the President hotel. 
The cost of single-room accommodation (including meals) during the event will be covered by PEMPAL. The hotel room is booked in your name. In case of a late check-in, please notify the event organizers and/or the hotel. 

Telephone, mini-bar and other personal charges will be covered by participants individually at the hotel. Participants wishing to stay at the hotel prior to or after the event (if allowed by the visa rules) may do so at their own cost.
Hotel picture and contact information: 
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You are kindly invited for a welcome reception that will be held at the President hotel roof terrace, on July 3 at 19.00.  
The Executive meeting will take place according to the Agenda attached to this letter.

The meeting will take place at the Prague conference room and will begin on July 4 at 9.00. Registration will begin at 08.30 at the entrance to the Prague room.
Agendas for the parallel meetings of Executive Committees planned for the morning of July 6th and the Steering Committee meeting planned for the afternoon of the same day will be distributed separately. Please, note that everyone is expected to attend the Steering Committee meeting.
In compliance with the “Going Green” initiative adopted by PEMPALPEMPAL, please note that no printed materials will be handed out at the Executive meeting except for the agenda and the list of participants. Presentations and other materials for the event will be available at http://www.pempal.org. Please note that the web site will be updated daily up to July 3.

The group photo session is scheduled for July 4 before the coffee break. Through the meeting, more pictures will be also taken and posted later on PEMPAL’s website. 

Coffee Breaks and Lunches: 
Throughout the event, coffee breaks will be arranged with light snacks and beverages served in the area in front of the conference room. 

On July 4-6 lunch will be served at the hotel restaurant located on the ground floor.

On the days of your arrival and late departure lunch also will be served at the hotel restaurant.

Afternoon and Evening Program:
On July 4th, the Ministry of Finance of Hungary organized a visit to the Parliament and dinner outside the hotel. Please, be ready to depart from the hotel entrance at 16:30 sharp and do not forget to take your passport with you.

On July 5 and 6 dinner will be served starting 19.00 through 21.00 at the hotel restaurant.
Please note that PEMPAL Secretariat will not be responsible for any dinners arranged personally by participants. According to the hotel policy, consumption of alcoholic beverages purchased outside the hotel is not allowed in the hotel lunch and public areas. 


If you need any additional information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us:
Ksenia Galantsova 
kgalantsova@worldbank.org  

Cell  +7 968 813 21 33

Kristina Zaituna 
kzaituna@worldbank.org  

Cell +7 964 518 88 54
Ekaterina Zaleeva 

ezaleeva@worldbank.org    

Cell +7-916-137-0773
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Address: Hold utca 3-5, Budapest, 1054, Hungary


Tel.: +36 1 510 3405
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We are looking forward to welcoming you in Budapest!
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